Ny 6. Relation 


Of Four moſt Barbarous and Cruel 


MURDER 


- Committed in 


 Leiceſter-ſhire 


| 
| 
eLIZABETH. RIDGWAY ; 


The like not known in any Age. 


| Withthe Particulars of Time, Place, (and other Circum- 
| ſtances) how ſhe firſt Poyſored her own Mother; after 
| that, a Felow-Servantz then her Sweet- Heart3 and 
| Jaſt of all her'H»sband : for all which Tragical Murders 
| ſhe being brought to Juſtice, was Tryed, and found 
| Guilty, at the late Lenft-Aſſrzes held for the ſaid Coun- 
| ty: and for the ſame, was Burnt to Death, on Monday 
| the 24#h. of March, 168 4. 


; Dam being once fullen from the State of Innocer: 
A cy and driven from that Paradiſe of Pleaſure and 
Security wherein God had placed him, inſtead 
. of the ſublime Life, tobe as Gods, which the Devil had 
{  promiſtd upon. Eating the Forbidden Fruit, he put them 
_upon the Deſtruction of one another; and ſuch a De- 
praverneſs had Sin in thoſe early Days. brought upon 
their Nature, that- the greateſt piece of Manhood we 
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NONE of, was an Endeayuur to deſtroy Humane 
1” 8 RS Wy _ExT-1 | 
| And, that the Arch-Enemy .of Man! wight effe& the 
utter, DeſtruQion of that Creature whoſe E xcellent Cre- 
ation he ſo ninch envied, whilſt yet'there was but a few 
in the World, be ſﬆ one Brather to murder the other, even 
efore afly pretefided Occaſion, or Quatrel,' could be al- 
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As the People increaſed in Aﬀter-Apes, the ſame Ene- 
my of Mankind. ſtirred up Murders, Rapines, Bloodſhed, 
and all things that tended to the DeſtruQtion of Humane 
Society, Nation againſt Nation, and Family againſt Fa- 
mily; which, fince the World hath been Peopled, Lan- 
ouages and Kingdoms Divided, has gotten a fairer Title 
than that of Murder. | 

But of all Murders, none fo plainly diſcovers the inhe- 
rent Cruelty and 'Enmity which Sin has lodged in Hu- 
mane 'Nature, as thoſe committed by private Perſons, 
upon Premeditationz who, though by the Laws of the 
Land Prote&ted from open Violence one againſt another, 
yet, will take upon them to revenge every little Diffe- 
rence, or conceived Diſpleaſure, by the private Murder 
of the Deareſt Friend they have. Of which latter ſort, 
a freſher and more barbarous Example, certainly, has not 
in this Age been heard of, than what I have now to re- 
late from Leiceſterſhire a Female of that Country having 
out-done the Deſperadoes of this Town for. Crueky , 
whoſe often Excetſes in Drinking, Debaucheries amongſt 
Women, and Heats of Blood produced therefrom, a lit- 
tle palliates for their Crimes, as more the Effet of Rafh- 
neſs and Madneſs, than the Bloodineſs of their Natures. 

Elizabeth Ridgway, late Wife of Willian Ridgway, (a 
Taylor at 1pflocke, a Village near Bagworth in Leicefter- «/ 


ſhire, three Miles from Afarket Bofiworth ) being the: fatal 


Subje& of this Relations. She was the Daughter of------ 
| | Husbazds, 
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Hnrbands., a Farmer, who lived in that or a neighbouring 
Village, with whom ſhe was brought up, and continued, 
untill ſhe was about 29 Years of Age, being always look- 
ed upon as a Religious Maid, and a Follower of the 
rresbyterians; yet, as appears, ſhe was a Wolf in a 
Lamb's Skin, or rather, a Devil in the Shape of a Saint, 
and great Cauſe to believe, that for eight years paſt, at 
the leaſt (if not longer) ſhe had been ſuch : Yet, the firſt 
of her Tragical Ations that came to publick Diſcovery, 
| was committed about three years fince, when, ſhe Poy- 
ſoned ker ewn Mother, (viz. Mary Husbands) for no 
other Provocation, that was known, but ſome falling out 
about their Houſhold Afﬀairs, or beiug reproved by her 
ſaid Mother for ſome other thing ſhe diſliked in her. 
_ Her Mother being diſpatched, ſhe kept her Fathers 
Houſe about 1kc tpace of a Year 3 after that, went to 
Servi-*, aid tad not Icng been there, but a Young-man 
who was one of her Fellow Servants having ſome Difte- 
rence with her, ſhe ſeemed to put it up, as her manner 
was, never Scolding it out, but rather, being of a' dop- 
ged, ſullen Humour, kept her Malice to her ſelf, But 
ſon after their ſaid Difference, the young-man died ſud- 
den]y, to the ' Admiration.of the Family, by reaſon he 
was a healthful, remperate Fellaw, and never complained 
of any Tlineſs till a few Hours before his Death, when 
the Poyſou was working upon him. Her way of Poy- 
ſoning was, by mixing White Mercury, or other Powder, 
in their Broath, or Drink. | 
Theſe two Murthered Perfons were buried, without 
Diſcoyery of the Murderer; and ſhe paſt on untill Augſt 
. Hft, when, having two Sweet-Hearts, or Young men 
that.Courted her in Marriage, viz. one Johre King, a Ser- 
vant to Mr. Paget of Ipftocke, and William Ridgway, a 
Taylor, .of the ſame'Town or Village, it ſo fell our, that 
fhe ſeeming to-have the greateft Liking to Wil3am Ridge 
| | A 2 | way, 
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w4z, as being a Houſe- Keeper that had two Apprentices, 
and lived in fome Reputez and before ſhe knew which 
ſhe liked beſt, having been ſo free with the other-as that 
ſhe thought he might be ſome Trouble to-her, ſhe reſort- 
ed to her old Trade, and continued ro keep the (aid John 
King Company untill ſhe had an Opportunity to ſeaſon 
him {come Draught which ſeqgt him into theother World. 
This third Murder ſhe accompliſt/d about the middle of 
Auguſt, and paſt parr of the Winter in Service, until] af 
ter Chriſtmas ſhe was married to the Unfortunate Taylor 
William Ridgwayz. with whom {he had not lived above a 
Week but they hapned to haye ſome Falling-out, yet 
ſuch, as that Ridgwzy told her, . he doubted he ſhould 
have an uncomfortable Wiſe of her, or ſaid fume Words 
to that effet However, their Difference ſeemed to be 
compoſed, and they went lovingly together to Aſhby De- 
lazoxch Market to buy, fome Houſhold-ſtuff'5 but in a 
Fortnight after their Falling-out, being in all about three 
Weeks afterthe Marriage, ſhe gave him ſumeBroath, where: 
in ſhe had put White Mercury at eating of which, he 
found great Fault, in the- hearing of one or both the Ap- 
prentices, ſaying, ſomething was 1n them more than or- 
 dinary, and that it grated- #n his Teeth : but notwith- 
ftanding that Diflike, he eat ſo much as worked his De- 
 ſtrution 5 for he ſoon fell into a very fad Condition, and 
cred after they had been married three Weeks and two 
Days. | Ss ® 
| He was buried without any publick Diſcovery of his 
being Poyſoned': But the time of her Diabolical Actions 
Arawing near a Determinatjon, or rather the Divine 
Juſtice now overtaking fuch horrid and unnatural Sins, 
this fourth Murder cauſed a Diſcontent amongſt the 
Neighbourhood, who not being able to prove any thing 
2y4;n(t her, it reſted ſome days, uncill ſhe attempted to 
Po fon her two Apprentices alſo, makivg_ her fifth At- 
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tempt. upon Richard Tilley, her youngeſt Apprentice, fea- 
ſoning his Broath with her wonted Ingredients 3 but the 
Boy a little alarum'd by the Complaint his Maſter made 
of his Broath, or having watched her more narrowlys 
poſitively refuſed to eat his Poyſoned Broathz at which 
{h2 pretending Anger, took them up and threw them 
away: the Boy repaired, aſloon as poſſible, and acquaint- 
ed his Fatt.er therewith, and how his Dame had throws 
the Porridge away becauſe he refaſed them, as likewiſe 
that he had obſerved her to throw ſome that were let 
1 hits Mafters Difh, away the formex.. Suſpicion then 
orew into a Flames ſhe was ſeized, and carried before 
Sir Beamont Dixey, a neighbouring Juſtice of Peace , 


where all the Circumſtances of Suſpicion were charged 


againſt her, but more eſpecially that of her Husband's 
Death 3 who, after he had been buried. eight days, was 
taken up again, and viewed; but cis molt remark ible, 
That when Joh#. Ridgway, the Father of the Deceaſed,. 
forced her ro touch the dead Body (which ſhe was very 
averſe to) it burſt out ac Noſe and Mouth bleeding, . as 
freſh as if new Stabbed: howbeit, ker InſtruQRor in thoſe. 
wicked Practifes, to ſecure her for. his 0:yn, kept her 
from any penitent Acknowledgment 3 but on the contra-. 
ry, ſhe perſiſted in conſtant Denial of all that was char. 
ged againſt her, that ſhe had either Poyſoned her Huls. 
band or any other Perſon, ot 

The Coroner being ſent for, had ſuch ſtrong Evidence,, 
that upon his Inqueſt, william. Ridgway was tound to, be 
Poryſoned, and the ſaid Elizabeth thereupon committed 
to Zeiceſter Goal. At the Aſſizes, which in ſome Weeks 
after was held for that County, ſhe was brought to-Try= 
al, continuing in her Denial : bur the ſaid-Inqueſt taken 
by the Coroner, with the concurring Evidence af the 
Boy hearing his Maſter's Complaine of the Broathy and 
Lpon a ſtrict Inquiry, having been found! ozit thas ſhe 
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had bought white Mercury at Aſhley Delarouch Market 
when ſhe went with her ſaid Huſband to buy Houſhold. 
ſtuff, (and ſoon after their Falling-out) alſo that when 
the Boy refufed the Porridge, and that ſhe found he ſiſ- 
pected her, ſhe deſired him to fay nothing of ker throw. 
ing the Porridge away, but that if he would be good to 
her ſhe would be good to him 5 with ſeveral other ſtron 
Circumſtances that at leaſt ſhe had poyſoned her Huſband: 
and ſhe being thereof found Guilty, received Sentence to 
be Burnt to Aſhes at the Common Place of Execution 
for that County. | 

| Afﬀeer Sentence, great Endeavours were uſed by man 
to work in her a Confeſhon, and Remyrſe of ſuch bar- 
barous Crimes, all which proved ineffeftual till the very 
Morning {viz. on Monday the 24th. of March. 1684.) that 
fhe was to be Executed 3 when ſhe p-rceiving ſhe muſt 
dye, and that her Denials won'd avail ker north nz, con- 
fels'd, that for eight years paſt ſhe had lain with a Fami- 
liar Spirit, who ar her firſt Contr. with him, temp:ed 
her to poyſon her felf, which ſhe refuſe! ; and atter that * 
tempted her to poyſon any one that off-neied her; that 
ſhe had, during the ſaid years, cotiſt:nily concealed Poy- 
ſon in her Hair, and upon all Occaſions renewed it at ſe- 
veral Markets: ſhe 'confels'd the Murdering of her Mo- 
ther, of her Fellow-Servant, and of her Sweet-heart, to 
be for the Reaſons herein mentioned 3 alſo, that when 
married fhe did not love her Huſband, and therefore 
Poyſoned him; that ſhe intended ro have Poiſoned her 
two Apprentices, Richard Tilley and William-Corbet 3 and 
Hſt of all to have'Pouiſoned her ſelf, She did not ſeem 
| very free in-her Corfecflion, mentivning only thoſe with 
whoſe Deathſhehad been charged ; therefore it's thought 
m-her eight years time many others, not taken notice of, 
died by her Malice, by reaſon ſhe could nor, to the very 
hft, be brought to'any peniteat Behaviour, a x 
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Afliſtance of two Eminent: Divines who offered to go 
with her and affiſt her at the Place of Execution, telling 
them, ſhe could Read and Pray as well as they could. 
Neither would ſhe add any thing more at the Stake, or 
repeat what ſhe had before confels'd; telling the People 
ſhe had made a Confeſſion before ſhe came out. She was 


kept great part of the Day in Priſon, in Expeftation of 


a greater Diſcovery 3 and when ar the Stake, was a Spe- 
Cftator of two Brothers who 'were Executed for other 
Crimes (Cone of which might have had a Reprieve if he 
would have hanged his Brother, and Executed her, but 
refuſed it ) all which having no other Effe& than bath 
been related, ſhe was at length faſtned to the Stake, much 
deſiring they would Jet her be hanged firſt, which not 
being granted, afloon as the Fire touched her ſhe gave 
one Shrick, and leaping befides the Block, with the Rope 
and the Smoak ſhe was ſoon choaked, and afterwards 
burat according to the Sentence. | 

If aty Reader queſtion the Truth of this Relation, or 
think the Auchor may have added thereto, they may be 
ſatisfied to the contrary by Williazz Corbet, the eldeſt of 


the ſaid Apprentices (one of them that was attempted to- 


be Poyſoned) who upon the Death of his Maſter being 


at Liberty, is come up to this Town, and lives now at 


the Swax in Shooe- makers Row in Black: Fryers, Ac alſo- 


by George Ridgway, the Brother of the ſaid William Ridg- 


»:ax that was Poyſoned, who lives at the Kings-Head in - 


Kings-ſtreet near the © neevs Garden. 


FINITS. 


LONDON, Printed by Geo, Croom, at the Sign of the. 


Blew Ball over againſt Baynard's Caſt! in Thames=- 
ſtreet. 168 4. 
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